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Exploring the Energy Race
U.S. energy policies and programs distort the search 
for cleaner, more reliable, more affordable energy

economicthinking.org/category/energy-policy

principlestudies.org/first-look

 

Economics - Debate - History - Government 
Economic Thinking Workshops
• Date and Time: Saturday, Sept. 16, 5-9 pm. 
• Location: Rose Garden Library community room,  
                    1580 Naglee Ave, San Jose, CA 95126 
• Cost: $25 per student, $15 siblings, no cost for parents. 
• For more information: Contact Greg Rehmke, grehmke@gmail.com 
Energy innovation and entrepreneurship flourish where economic freedoms and property 
rights are secure. State and federal regulations, subsidies, and taxes distort U.S. energy production, distribution, and 
consumption, plus have made the electrical grid less reliable. 
We can’t know which energy sources will improve fastest as entrepreneurs continue to innovate. Critics fossil fuels 
say poor pollution controls slow the shift to wind and solar. Wind, solar, and biofuel critics say these energy 
sources would fade without state and federal subsidies. Nuclear advocates say their costs would fall if  outdated 
regulations were reformed. What are the Constitutional grounds current and proposed federal energy policies? 

Federal energy policies expanded after the 
energy crises of  the 1970s. Students 
attending Economic Thinking workshops 
will learn to evaluate policy cost and benefit 
claims, political (public choice) pressures, 
and economics and dynamics of  energy 
production, distribution, and innovation. 
Energy posts: economicthinking.org/category/energy-policy/
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Economic Freedom and 
Federal Energy Policy 

Over 5000 homeschool students have attended Economic Thinking workshops Economic Thinking workshops help students 
understand economics, public policy, and world affairs. Economic Thinking is a Seattle-based nonprofit, resources and courses.

Resolved:  The [USFG] 
should substantially 

reform its energy policy.

www.blueenergynation.org
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Energy? What is it? What do we use it for?

• Energy for… 
mowing the lawn?

• Lawnmowers 
powered by: 
Teens? Gas? 
Electric? Battery? 
Solar? Wind? 
Steam?

Energy Reality and Energy Policies
Federal government policies/regulations/subsidies of…

Critics have pointed out that even 
if a new appliance is energy 

efficient, any consumer appliance 
that does not provide customer 

satisfaction, or must be replaced 
twice as often as its predecessor 
contributes to landfill pollution 
and waste of natural resources 

used to construct its replacement.

Energy production 
(exploration, extraction, processing)

Energy transport 
(truck, ship, rail, pipeline, transmission)

Energy use
(electric vs. gas cars and heating, 
RFP/ethanol, energy efficiency) 

Development economics 

• The Planners vs. the Searchers  

• Top-down, federal funds for 
often politicized energy 
projects. To create union jobs. 

• We’ve seen this picture before… 

www.energy.gov/articles/doe-
unveils-new-interactive-map-

showcasing-clean-energy-
investment-announcements



The U.S. has the largest network of pipelines in 
the world with 2.6 million miles stretching across 
the country.
According to the U.S. Pipeline and Hazardous 
Materials Safety Administration, pipeline systems 
are the safest means to move oil and gas products.
Pipelines deliver over 680 billion gallons of energy 
products annually.
The U.S. natural gas pipeline network connects to 
68 million households and more than five million 
commercial enterprises.

empoweringamerica.org/pipelines-the-arteries-of-americas-energy

empoweringamerica.org/pipelines-the-arteries-of-americas-energy

the Biden EPA 
recently rolled 
back common-

sense 
regulations that 
will allow states 
and other local 

entities to 
politicize the 

pipeline 
permitting process 

in attempts to 
block construction

NEPA, enacted on January 1, 1970, is a 
procedural statute intended to ensure that 
federal agencies examine the potential 
environmental impacts of proposed actions
—such as approving the construction of 
infrastructure projects—before finalizing 
their decisions.
CEQ’s guidance “encourages” (i.e. requires) 
agencies to align infrastructure project 
reviews with “national, science-based GHG 
reduction policies”—specifically, President 
Biden’s Paris Agreement pledge to cut U.S. 
GHG emissions in half by 2030 as part of a 
government-wide effort to achieve net-zero 
emissions by 2050.

cei.org/blog/cei-advises-ceq-to-withdraw-its-nepa-guidance-on-greenhouse-gas-emissions-and-climate-change

https://www.energy.gov/sites/prod/files/nepapub/nepa_documents/RedDont/Req-NEPA.pdf
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-40/chapter-V/subchapter-A/part-1500
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/04/22/fact-sheet-president-biden-sets-2030-greenhouse-gas-pollution-reduction-target-aimed-at-creating-good-paying-union-jobs-and-securing-u-s-leadership-on-clean-energy-technologies/


www.americanprogress.org/article/nepa-
permitting-process-crucial-to-renewable-

infrastructure-project-success/

cei.org/studies/permitting-reforms-finally/

www.noahpinion.blog/p/our-climate-change-debates-are-out

www.noahpinion.blog/p/our-climate-change-debates-are-out



Which Wind and Solar Tech?
Competition across energy ecosystem…

What size wind turbines work best? Offshore, on or both?
Which wind turbine designs are best?
We don’t know what we don’t know about wind turbines.
Billions to subsidize today’s wind turbine farms aren’t 
available for future improved designs.

The history 
of federal 
energy 
policies… 
Energy, 
economics 
and foreign 
policies.

Economics and Engineering
Energy explorations…

Energy Economics: incentives, information, and tradeoffs.

We don’t know what we don’t know about energy.

Energy discoveries, inventions, innovations coming fast.

Through history—from wood to peat to coal, oil and 
natural gas—costs fell, energy density and reliability 
increased, and pollution (emissions) fell. Cleaner power.

Nuclear pollutes less, but with complexity & higher costs.

Hydropower and geothermal limited by location.

Wind and solar continue to improve, along with energy 
storage options, but costs and reliability still a challenge.

Technologies advance across the energy landscape.


